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Ts atan xxvi. 9: 


77 hen thy Judgment are in the Barth 
the Inhabitants of the N. 2 will 
learn Rigbreagſocſt. 


8 


| 


1 0 U will calily imagine, that the late 

Y 7 awful Providence, with the Accounts 

A of which our public Papers have been 
filled, directed my Thoughts to theſe 


Words; in which the Prophet points out to us 
the true Improvement to be made of ſo intereſt- 


ing a Subject. —— And ſurely, if it becomes us 


to acknowledge God in all our Ways, to own 
his Interpoſition, | even in the common Affairs of 
Life; it muſt be yet more evidently our Duty 


” make wiſe and ſerious Reflections on fuch 


an Event, which is ſcarce to be parallell'd in 


5 Hiſtory . It is repreſented as the Mark of an 


: abandon' d Character, not to regard the Work of | 


* This is firiAly true, both as to the Numbers that have pe- 


_ Tiſhed, and the vaſt Diſtances at which the Shock was felt. By 
the Earthquake at Lina not more than twelve hundred were 


killed, and in the Port and Town of Callao, which was deſtroy- 
15 at the ſame time by an Inundation, not quite five thouſand. 
Vide Account of the Earthquake at Lima, p. 137, 148, 
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the Lord, or conſider the Operation of bis 


Hands (a); and the Prophet complains, in the 


= Words following the Text, that, though God 


 hifted up his Hand, the Wicked would not fee : 
whereas the Pſalmiſt aſſures us, that the Miſe 


ill obſerve theſe things (6) ; they will ſeriouſly 
lay them to Heart, acknowledge the Hand of 


Providence, and make it their ſolicitous Endea- 


vour to fall in with the practical Deſign of ſuch 


Diſpenſations. If it may reaſonably be expect- 


_— that the Death of an Individual of our Spe- 
cies ſhould make ſome ſerious Impreſſions on our 


Minds; and every Inſtance even of private Di- 


ſtreſs awaken ſome Sentiments of Compaſſion 
and Tenderneſs in our Breaſt: how deeply ought = 
we to be affected, when we hear of Thouſands 
that have periſhed in one Grave; when a whole 
| Nation is reduced on a ſudden from the moſt 
= proſperous and flouriſhing State, to the 'very _ 
Brink of Deſtruction! And how unpardonable, 4 
to ſuffer ſuch Admonitions of Providence to s 


unobſerved and unimproved ! 1 


Léet us not then imagine the Subject foreign 4 
+. us, or attend to it only as a matter of Curio- 
ſity; but let a ſenſe of Religion and Humanity 
join to inſpire us with every proper Sentiment, 
that we may reap the moſt laſting and impor- 


tant Fruits from this fatal Event. 


(a) Plal, XXViii, 5. Ila. v. 12. (5 Pſal, cvii, 43. 
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But before we enter upon the more particu- 


lar Diſcuſſion of the Subject, it may not be im- 
proper to introduce it, with giving a ſhort and 


general View of thoſe Circumſtances attending 
this Calamity, (as far as they can be collected 
from the very imperfect Accounts we have as 
yet received); which will have the greateſt 
Tendency to impreſs our Minds, and prepare us 
for receiving thoſe Inſtructions, which the Oc- 


caſion will ſo naturally furniſh. 


We are aſſured then, by undoubted Autho- 
rity, that on the firſt Day of November, at 
nine in the Morning, ſo violent a Shock of an 
Earthquake was felt at L1SBON *, that the 
Palace, and moſt of the public Edifices, with 
a great Part of the City, were laid in Ruins. 
And to complete the Calamity, a moſt dreadful 
Conflagration enſued, by which thoſe Houſes, 
which the Earthquake had ſpared, were con- 


| * Though in this ſhort and general Account of the Effects of 


the Earthquake, the Deſtruction of L:/on only is mentioned, as 15 


Min 


Calamity has extended, ſee the Note in Page WP 
+ Theſe Fires appear to have been c/zefly occaſioned by the 


Fall of the Houſes ; tho! it is certain, that ſome Incendiaries took = 
that Opportunity of ſetting Fire to other Parts of the Town, in 


order to enrich themſelves by Plunder, The laſt Accounts aſſure 
us, that much more Damage has been ſuſtained by the Fire, than 
| by the Earthquake itſelf. PF... PUG Peh er Wee 


ſumed. 
V 
b p els II. > ne 


being the moſt remarkable Fact, and moſt likely to impreſs the 

: it is well known, that many other Places, both in Portu- 
gal and Spain, were either abſolutely deſtroyed, or greatly in- 
jured by the ſame Shock. And later Accounts make it very pro- 
bable, that the City of Meguinex in the Kingdom of Morocco has 
| ſhared the ſame Fate with Liſbon, For the Diſtance ta which this 
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Tel 
ſumed.—lt is eaſy to imagine, that ſuch a Ca- 
taſtrophe muſt have been fatal to great Numbers 
of the Inhabitants : And accordingly it appears 
but too evident, even from the loweſt Calcula- 


tion, that many Thouſands have periſned . 
The Royal Family had but juſt Time to make 
their Eſcape, before the Palace fell to the 


Ground; nor could their Rank preſerve them 


from ſuffering great Extremities upon the Oc- | 


k.! 2 
— It 1s impoſhble for any of us to conceive the 


Horror, with which the Inhabitants muſt have 
been ſeized, when on a ſudden they felt the 


Earth trembling beneath them , their Houſes 


ſhaking, and juſt ready to bury them in their 
Ruins. Which Way could they flee for Safety, 
| When they knew not, but the very Methods they 
took for their Preſervation might prove the 
means of their Deſtruction ! What wild Amaze- 
ment and Deſpair would they ſee painted in 
each others Countenances | while all the Aﬀec- 
tion and Tenderneſs of the moſt intimate Re- 
lations or Friends, inſtead of affording any Re- 


Though no exact Account can as yet be obtained of the 
Numbers that periſhed upon this Oocaſion, they muſt; without 


queſtion, have been very conſiderable; as the Shock was ſo ſudden 
and unexpected, and the Probability of Eſcape, in the midſt of 


a large populous City, whoſe Streets were but narrow, muſt be 


very ſmall. WES , ICH IN 
wo 4 All Accounts agree, that the Shocks did not laſt above 


ſeven or eight Minutes; and it does not appear that the In- 


habirants had the leaſt Apprehenſion of the Calamity, till it 
came upon them. AR = 
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lief, would only ſerve to encreaſe the Horror of 
the Scene, and give to each a more exquiſite 
Feeling of tueir Miſery, What horrid Shrieks 


muſt have been heard from amidſt the Ruins ! 


what dying Groans! what importunate Cries for ; 
Mercy! What an Emblem of the Jaft great 
Day, ka the Foundations of the Earth ſhall 


be removed! 


As for thoſe who aud this neneral "my 


| ſtruction, what muſt have been their Conſter- 


nation and Diſtreſs, to behold that rich, mag- 
niſicent Capital, ſo lately their Glory and their 
Pride, turned into a Heap of Ruins! to ſee 
themſelves in one fatal Moment tripped of all 
their Poſſeſſions, and left abſolutely bare and 
deſtitute ; many of them reduced at once, from; 
all een of Fortune to the Extremes of 


Poverty ! The Man, who, when he roſe in the 


Morning, could have counted his Thouſands, 

and perhaps was forming Schemes of Buſineſs 
or Pleaſure, before Neon, ſaw all his Treaſures 
bury'd in the Earth, and found himſelf in want 
even of the Neceſſaries of Life, What affect- 
ing Accounts have we received of Multitudes 
of unhappy Sufferers, wandering in the open 
Fields, and depending upon the Charity of 
others for a bare Subſiſtence ! No wonder the 

Reflection upon this melancholy Change in their 


zumſtances, N with the Apprehenſion 


(8) 


of what might ſtill lie before them u, ſhould fil 
them with unutterable Anguiſh, aud Nee 


moſt ſufficient to drive them into Deſpair —But 


there is yet a more tender Part i in which our 
Brethren have ſuffered; I mean in the Loſs of 


their Acquaintance, their Friends, and deareſt 


Relations. Perhaps there are few of the re- 


maining Inhabitants, who have not ſhared in 
| this Part of the Affliction. How many Pa- 
rents, by this awful Stroke, have been at once 


bereaved of their Children, and have found all 1 


the Sweets of domeſtic Life turned into Bitter- 


neſs! How many Children are become deſtitute 


Orphans ! while thoſe, who were united in the 
| cloſeſt and moſt endearing Bonds, have been 
violently torn from each others Embraces, and 
the Survivor overwhelmed with the _— 


5 Diſtreſs. 


r Report of ſo fatal and extenſive a Cu- 
5 lamity could not but greatly affect us, if the 


Perſons concerned in it ſtood in no other Re- 
lation to us than that of our Fellow-Creatures ; 
or even though they were our national Enemies, 

they would certainly be entitled to our ſincereſt 


Compaſſion: but we ought to remember, that 


they are in the W of our moſt faithful 
Allies; and that as our Commerce with them 1 is 


3 We are told, that the 8 we re 3 for fovers) Da ays 
after the 1ſt Infant, and ſome of them wir th great Violence. 4 


6 


[9] 


ſo conſiderable, our own Intereſt is intimately 


connected with theirs. To which may be ad- 


ded; that though, through a kind Providence, 


moſt of our own Countrymen, who reſided 
there, have eſcaped with their Lives, there is 
too much reaſon to fear they have loſt the 
greateſt Part of their Efe&s; the Conſequences 
of which, it may be eaſily imagined, muſt. be 
ſeverely felt by their Correſpondents at home: 


nor is it for us to ſay, how wide the Evil may 
extend. | 


Such 3 is that anal Difpentitiou of Provi- 
dence, to which I would now call your Attention; 


and from which it becomes us to learn thoſe uſe- 
fur Inſtructions, it will ſo naturally ſuggeſt. The 
Words I have choſen as the Foundation of the 
8 following Diſcourſe, at the ſame time that they 


teach us to aſcribe ſuch Events to the Divine 


b Interpoſition, point out to us the Influence they 
| ought to have upon our Conduct. When thy 


Judgments are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of 
the World will learn Righteouſneſs : that is, Such 
ſignal Diſplays of the Power and Juſtice " 
God have an immediate tendency to inſpire 
the Minds of Men with a religious Fear and 
- Reverence, and beget in them a ſolicitous Con- 
cern to ſecure an Intereſt in his Favour, who 


can ſo cafily conſume them 1 in his Wrath. 
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In purſuing our Reflections on this Subject, 
I fhall, in the firſt Place, enquire in what 


SBenſe ſuch Calamities may be called the Judę- tee 
ments of God; and then endeavour to lead you ' ha 
Into the right A oe} of - ſo a E ter 
an Event. | rai 

I. It may be proper to begin with confi. JF ot 
dering in what Senſe, this, or the like na- as 
tional Calamity, may be reckoned amongſt the dei 
Divine Fudgments. And the Enquiry is of the Y for 
more Importance, as we are in Danger of fal- ral 
ling into very miſtaken Apprehenſions upon 8 
this Subject *. For while ſome have unadviſedly the 
repreſented them, as marking out the Perſons £91 

on whom they fell, for the moſt notorious Of- | dir 
fenders, and the peculiar Objects of the Divine Int 

N Vengeance; others, from their Solicitude to of 
avoid the Charge of Superſtition, have fallen an, 
into the oppoſite Extreme, and excluded tte En 
Providence of God from any Concern in ſuch. we 

Events; or at leaſt have ſeem'd unwilling to | are 

allow, they were intended to promote the In- or. 

tereſt of Religion and Virtue, ----- The Truth fon 
ſeems to lie between both theſe Opinions: :— wn 
For, as on the one hand, our Saviour, in the the 
* Ie is ele chat ſome of che Prieſts in Portogel have i: Rol 
(as we are informed) taken the Advantage of the Superſtition of fiat. 
the People to inſinuate, that this dreadful Calamity was a Judg- e 
ment of Heaven upon them for the great Lenity, that had been we 

_ exerciſed towards the Protellants fince his — Majeſty came 44) 


to the Throne, 


Inſtance 


1 


Inftance of thoſ: Galileans, whoſe Blood Pi- 
late mingled with their Sacrifices, and the eigh- 
teen, upon whom the Tower of Silaam fell, 


has expreſsly cautioned us againſt paſſing Sen- 
| tence upon Mens“ Characlers, from any tempo- 
ral Calamities that may befal them; ſo on the 
other, he hath taught us to conſider all Events 
as under the immediate Direction of Provi= 
dence, and as conſtantly over-ruled to anſwer 


ſome wiſe Deſigns in the Scheme of his mo- 
ral Government. -But to be more particular, 
1. Such Calamities may be reckon'd amongſt 


the Fudgments of God, as his Providence is 
concerned in producing them. The Scripture 
directs us to aſcribe all Events to the Divine 

| Interpoſition. As he is ſtiled (c) The Father 
of Lights, from whom deſcendeth every good 

and perfect Gift; and as by his Almighty 


Energy our Lives are continually ſuſtained : fo 


we are aſſured, that all the Evils we ſuffer 
are by his Permiſſion, or Appointment. (d) He 


for meth the Light, and be createth Darkneſs al- 


fo. (e) He Eilleth, and he maketh alive. (F) He 
 woundeth, and his Hands make whole. (g) Shall 
there be any Evil in a City, and the Lord hath 


not done it? (hb) As He turneth a Wilderneſs 


| into a - Janding Mater, and ary Ground to 


| (c) Jam. i. 17. Jo (d) Iſa. Av. 7. NS e) 1 Sam. ii. 6. 
0) OF 18. (Eg) Amos iii. 6. < Pag. cvii. 35. Oc. 
B * N Water- 


[ 12 ] 


W: ater-Springs, and there maketh the os y 70 
dwell, that they may prepare a City for an Ha- 
bitation : ſo when he ſeeth fit, They are dimi- 
niſbed and brought low, through Oppreſſion, Af 
fiction and Sorrow, He poureth Contempt upon. 
Princes, and cauſeth them to wander in the Wil- 


derneſs, where there is no Water. Whatever ſe= | 


cond Cauſes are employed, the Scriptures teach 


us to conſider them only as Inſtruments in the 


Hand of Providence, to accompliſh its great 


| Deſigns. And with the utmoſt Reaſon ; for 
theſe ſecond Cauſes derive all their Power of 


= producing any Effect from the great Hirſt 


Cauſe of all. This is moſt evidentiy the Caſe, | 
with reſpect to thoſe Events that reſult from 
the Lows of Nature, as they are uſually {tiled ; 


which, ſtrictly ſpeaking, are nothing but the i 
immediate Agency of the Supreme Being, ac- 


cording to that ſettled Courſe which he ori- 
ginally eſtabliſhed, Thus it is by the Divine 
Power, that the heavenly Bodies perform their 

regular Motions; that the Sun tranſmits to us 
its reviving Beams; that Day and Night, Sum- 


waer and Winter, ureturn in their appointed Suc- 


ceſſion; and the whole Frame of Nature con- 

tinues in that beautiful Order, in which it 
came out of the Hands of its Creator: for of 
Him and through Him are all Things.--- Tho' 
it is allowed therefore that Earthquakes, as 
{ well 
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well as the more common and ordinary Be 
Changes in Nature, are to be aſcribed to na» | 
tural Cauſes; yet this Conceſſion is ſo far | 
from excluding the Providence of God, that © | 
it neceſſarily ſuppoſes a divine Energy, as re- } 
ally in producing the Effect, as if it had been | 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe miraculous. And fince | 
the great Author of Nature is alſo the moral = * 


Governor of his rational Creatures, it is highly 
reaſonable to believe, that all his diſpenſations 
have ſome Reſpect to their Conduct, and are 3 


intended to impart ſome uſeful Inſtruction to | 
them. Of this the ſacred Writings give us 


the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance; and frequently 5 1 
commend thoſe practical Regards, which a 
firm Belief of this Truth is calculated to pro- 
duce. From hence it will follow, that ſuch 
Events as that now under Conſideration may 
very properly be repreſented, not only as the 
immediate Effects of the divine Power, but as 
8 to anſwer ſome wiſe and valuable 
Purpoſes in the Scheme of Providence; and 
An. to have a moral Influence upon the f 
FCC i= 
It is true the Expreſſion in the Text, the — 
Judgments of God, ſeems at firſt View to con- 
vey ſomewhat of a different Idea, and might! in- 
cline one to look upon ſuch Calamities unzver- 
Leh, as Marks of the divine Vengeance againſt 
the 
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| the Perſons or Nations, on whom they are in- 
flicted. And it muſt be acknowledged, it is | 


often uſed in this Senſe in Scripture. But not 


| pow ta plead, that the peculiar Difpenſation the 
Fes were under, in which national Proſperity | 
Vas promiſed in caſe of Obedience, would na- 


turally lead them to eſteem every calamitous 


Event, as a Puniſhment for their Breach of the | 


Law; and that the Sacred Writers, being di- 
vinely inſpired, might with great Propriety 


ſpeak of ſuch Events, in a manner, which 


would be altogether unjuſtifiable in others, who 


are unacquainted both with the Deſigns of Pro- 
vidence, and the true Characters of Men; not 


now I ſay to inſiſt upon this, it may be ſuffici- 


ent to obſerve, that the Word Judgments is 
ſometimes uſed to expreſs the Diſpenſations af 
Providence in general, and ſometimes even thoſe 


Afflictions which befal good Men, and which 


are molt evidently deſigned for their Advantage. 


The firſt of theſe Senſes it ſeems to have in 
Eſal. xxxvi. 6. where the Fſalmiſt, after cele- 
brating the divine Perfections, adds, Thy Fudg- 

ments are a great Deep: Oo Lord, thou preſerveſf | 
Man and Beaſt: And the latter, in Pſ. cxix. | 


75. I know thy Judg ments are right, and that in 


 FPaithfulneſs thou haſt aſflicked me. On the whole 


therefore we may conclude, that the ſame Lan- 
guage may very properly be uſed by us upon 


the 


[15] 


the preſent Occaſion, without implying any Re- 


fletion on the moral Character of the Perſons 7 


who have ſuffered, or preſuming to enter into 


all the Defigns of Providene. 
2. But we may add farther, that, as Bin is 
; thi Cauſe of all our Sufferings, we may, with- 


out offending againſt our Savicur's Rule, look 
on ſuch Events in the general, as awful Inftances 


of the Demerits of Sin, and as Preſages of that 


terrible Deſtruction, which by the righteotls 
Appointment of God will be the Portion of the 
impenitent Sinner. We are not indeed raſhly 
to conclude, that the unhappy Sufferers were 


oreater Sinners than the Nations around them ; 


but we know, that al! have juſtly incurred the 

divine Diſpleaſure ; and as they have rendered 
themſelves unworthy of his Favours, ſo the va- 
rious Evils and Calamities of Life ought to be 


conſidered, in one View, as the Puniſhment of 


their Offences : For we are aſſured, that When oo, 
Sin entered into the World, then came Death, 


with all jts fatal Attendants. The Removal 
5 therefore of every one of our Species is the Exe- 


cution of that Sentence, which was pronounced 


upon the firſt Tranſoreſſion; and ſhould remind 
us of the bitter Effects of Sin, which has given 


its Sting to our mortal Foc. Certainly then, fo 


terrible an Event, which involves in it the De- 
ſtruction of Ti — ought to fill us with the 
- par 
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0 deepeſt Awe of the divine Majeſty, and a holy 
Fear of his Diſpleaſure, whoſe Anger is Death, 
and whoſe Indignation is worſe than Death; 


and while it preſents us with ſo ſtriking an In- 
ſtance of the dreadful Conſequences of Sin even 
in the preſent State, it ſhould lead us to reflect 
upon that inconceivably greater and more com- 
pllicated Ruin, which awaits all the Ungodly in 
the other World; and powerfully engage us, to 


uſe the Means which ihe Goſpel has provided, 
for eſcaping the Wrath to come. 


In this Senſe then we may likewiſ: fay, the 
5 Fudgments of God are in the Earth, without 
incurring the Imputation of Superſlition, or Se- 
verity in judging our Brethren, And indeed * | 
muſt be acknowledged highly unreaſonable in 

us, to pronounce upon the Characters of Men, 
tom ſuch calamitous Events. For who are we, 
that we ſhould thus preſume to penetrate the 


divine Counſels, and determine what are the 


particular Deſigns of Providence? The wiſe 
Diſpoſer of all Things may have a thouſand 
| Purpoſes to ſerve by ſuch Diſpenſations, t to 
which we are utter Strangers. We ſee every 
Day, Afflictions are the Lot of the beſt Men; 
and though we allow, (as hath beef already ob- 
ſerved) that they are, in one reſpect, Marks of 


the divine Diſpleaſure againſt Sin (ſince even the 


Beſt are Sinners) yet we are taught to look upon 


en 


1 7 


thans' in andther View, as this Corrections of a 


Father, and intended for the Exerciſe of their 
Faith and Patience, and the Means of train- 


ing them up for Glory and Immortality. 


Far be it from us therefore, in this Inſtance, 
to pronounce upon the Reaſons of the di- 


vine Conduct, or to ſit in Judgment upon our 
Brethren; to many of whom no doubt this 


Stroke, awful and fatal as it proved, was in- 
tended as a kind and gracious Deliverance from 
the Sorrows of the preſent State, and an En- 


trance into the Joys of a better. 


ö 1. Hoving Fee cibovourt to explain the 
Senſe, in which we are to underſtand the Ex- 
preſſion in the Text, as applied on the preſent 
Occaſion, we ſhall proceed, in the Second 
Place, to direct you to the practical Improve- ; 


ment, which it becomes us to make of this 


awful Providence. When thy Judgments are in 
the Earth, the Inhabitants oF: of UL orld wi u 


| learn Righteouſneſs. 
No Affliction, whether public or + private, 


ſent! in vain. And though we cannot enter fats : 


| all the Deſigns of Providence in appointing it; 


yet one great End we know muſt be, to awa- 
ken the Minds of Men to a more ſerious At- 
tention to divine Things, to render them more Eg 
ſenſible of their 3 on God, and 


. more 
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more ſolicitous to ſecure his Favour. e will 


of Cod in all his Conduct towards the Children 


of Men 1g this, even their Sanctiſication. 1 


The preſent Occaſion will furniſh us with 
8 many very uſeful Reflections; out of which 
: we A ſelect and inſiſt upon thoſe that follow. 
| The melancholy Accounts we have re- 
8 of the Sufferings of our Brethren, ſhould 
| excite in our Breaſts the moſt tender Sentiments 
of Humanity and Compaſſion, and engage us 
to offer up our moſt earneſt Prayers in their 
behalf. We have a Royal Precedent for this, 


in the Meſlage, which upon this Occaſion his 


5 Majeſty was pleaſed to ſend to his Parliament; 


which diſcovers the moſt affectionate Sympathy mw 
towards the unhappy Sufferers, and the moſt 
| generous and benevolent Concern for their Re- 
lief. And ſurely ſo dreadful a Calamity (the 
moſt dreadful to which human Nature is ex- 
poſed) cannot fail of affecting the Hearts of all 
a Perſons, who have any Senſe of Religion or 
1 Humanity. Are we moved at beholding a /ngle = 
Object of Diſtreſs, and ſhall we be unaffected 
when ſuch a complicated Scene of Deſolation 
and Miſery is preſented to us? Imagine you 
| had ſeen the MerRororis of this Kingdom 
levelled to the Ground, all its magnificent 
Churches, ſtately Edifices, and immenſe Trea- 
ſures, buried in Ruins: Imagine you had been 
Witneſſes = 


1 


2 


Witneſſes to all that Confuſion and Horror which 
ſuch an Event muſt have produced; that you 


had heard the Shricks and Cries of the wretch- 
ed Inhabitants, and had ſeen them periſhing by 
thouſands without Diſtinction, and without a 


Poſſibility of Relief. Image to yourſelves the 
Conſternation and Diſtreſs of the Survivors, 
their loud Lamentations for the Loſs of their 
Friends, and the Extremities to which they 
muſt kave been reduced by the Deſtruction of 


their Subſtance. Conſider the univerſal Confu- 


ſion that would ſpread at once through the 
Kingdom, and how ſenſibly the Calamity muſt 
be felt by all Ranks and Degrees of Men. --- 
Suppoſe this Scene then to 1 real, and try 
how it would impreſs you. Would it not in- 
ſpire the moſt lively Sentiments of Pity and 
Commiſeration, even though you were not ber- 
ſenalh concerned? Could any Heart, think ye, 
be ſo hard, as not to feel ſuch aggravated Diſ- 
; gene” Could any Breaſt be ſo contracted with- 
in itſelf, as not to admit ſome Feelings of Hu- 
manity and Tenderneſs, when the Members of 
the ſame Community with ourſelves are ſuffer- 
ing ſo deeply? ---- And what, ſhall we ſteel our 
_ Hearts againſt the Exerciſe of this Sympathy, 
becauſe | LISBON, and not LONDON, 
is the Seat of Deſolation ? Are they nat Men? 
Are they n not our Brethren, the Children of 
on one 
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one common Father, Partakers of the ſame 
nature, and deſigned like ourſelves for Immor- 
tality? Nay, are they not ( hriſtian? Though 
unhappily fallen into many Errors; yet do they 
not acknowledge the /ame Gop, and are they 
not the Diſciples of the ſame JE Sus with our- 
ſelves? Far be it from Proteſtants to confine 
their. benevolent Regards to thoſe of the fame 
religious Profeſſion ; or to entertain any Reſent - 
ment, on account of the Perſecutions they 


may have endured from their deluded Bre- 


thren *, Rather let them rejoice, in having it 


in their Power to return Good for Evil, and to 


ſhew the ſuperior Excellence of a Religion, 5 
which inſpires the nobleſt and moſt generous 
Sentiments; that others, obſerving their good 
Works, may be conſtrained to glorify their F * 


ther in Heaven. 


And if we feel cheſe hamanc Ae i 
| will be natural for us to expreſs them in the 
moſt fincere and fervent Interceſſions before the 
Throne of God. Let us pray, that the Survi- 
vors may be ſupported. under this heayy Trial; 


185 * Humanity and Compaſſion . the Perſons / 'of the Diſ- 1 
treſſed is very conſiſtent with the utmoſt Abhorrence of their 
Principles; And chough the Sufferings, which many of our Pro- 


teſtant Brethren have endured in e Inquiſition, may juſtly in- 
ſpire us with Indignation againſt that cruel and iniquitous Court, 
E they ought by no means to harden our Hearts againſt the 


xerciſe of the moſt tender Pity and pa on ſo melancholy 
an — f | 


v 


that 
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that the Father of Mercies would look down 
upon them with Pity in this their low Eſt ate, 


and afford them all needful Succour and Re- 
lief; chat he would diſpoſe their Minds to an 
entire Submiſſion, to his Will, and teach them 
the right Improvement of this deſolating Judg- 
ment; that by hambling themſelves under his 
; mighty Hand, they may be exalted in due 
time. Let us alſo pray, that it would pleaſe 


the Father of Spirits to enlighten their Minds 


in the Knowledge of the Truth, that they 
may be recovered out of thoſe Errors and Su- 
perſtitions into Which they have ſo long been 
ſunk; and that he would cauſe true, primitive 185 
Chriſtianity to ſpead in that, as well as in the 
neighbouring Kingdoms, till by degrees its In- 
fluence ſhall extend to every Nation ler | 


Heaven, va 


2. While we. are dee aids our 

| Brethren under this awful Stroke, it becomes 

us thankfully to acknowledge the Safety. and 
Tranquility with which we are indulged. This 

is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with the moſt 
tender Senſe of their Calamity, that the more 
deeply we feel for them, the more open wil! 
our Hearts be to Sentiments of Gratitude for 
our -own Preſervation. If we were not liable to 

the like Calamity, yet till the proſperous and 
flouriſhing State of theſe Kingdoms, would call 
WE os Wa — | : for 


then upon out Safety, and thoſe invaluable 


warmeſt Gratitude. Conſider how much we 


(22) 
for the moſt ſincere Acknowledgments ; fince 
that Being, from whom all our Enjoyments are 
derived, can by various other Methods ſtrip us 
of all, and leave us naked and deſtitute. But 
let it not be forgotten, that we ourſelves have 
had an Alarm of the ſame Nature, which it is 
well known ſtruck a Panick through our Capi- | 
tal; nor have we, even upon the preſent Oc- | 
caſion, eſcaped ſome ſenſible Effects of the 
| Shock, And though the Hand of God, lifted 
up over us, has not hitherto proceeded to any | 
Extremitics, yet theſe Inſtances are ſufficient to 


convince us, that our Situation does not exempt | 
us from the like Danger. Let the Reflection 


Privileges, which through the divine Lenity and 
Forbearance are till continued to us, Excite our 


have abuſed his Goodneſs, how juſtly therefore 
ue have forfcited his Regards; and how aftoniſh- 
ing his Patience and Long-ſuffering towards fo 


ungrateful and rebellious a People. Remember , 
the ſame Hand that has thus awfully viſited our U 
: Brethren, has ſpared and protected ws. — What = 
Returns of Praiſe and Thankſgiving are due for 8 . 

ſuch unmerited, diſtinguiſhed Favours'! Pen 
We are too apt to confine our Views to Second * 
Cauſes; and becauſe the Divine Being retires, = 


a8 it were, behind his Works, we, through a 
| Ty 


PE) 


culpable Togitedithin; too eaſily forget his Hand, 
and, while we are taſting the Fruits of his 
Bounty, remain inſenſible of our great Bene- 
factor. It is neceſſary therefore, by frequent 
Reflection, to impreſs upon the Mind a deeper 
Senſe of our Dependence on God, for Life, 
Breath, and all things; to live 45 ſeeing bim 
vho is inviſible, and to own his Providence in 
all the Enjoyments we receive, by whatever 
Means they are conveyed to us. Such an ha- 
bitual Exerciſe of Gratitude would give a 
much higher Reliſh even to the meaner Pleaſures 
of our Nature, would have a powerful Ten- 
dency to prevent their Abuſe, and prepare te 
Mind for the moſt ſublime Acts of Devotion 
and Love. Every Object would then lead our 
Thoughts to God, and, by continually exalting 
our Apprehenſions of his Goodneſs, prove the 
Means of quickening us in his Service. Happy 
thoſe, who know by Experience the 1 : 


F Influence of ſo divine a Temper | | 


3. Another uſeful Leſſon we may learn Sik 

q this melancholy Providence, is, the Vanity —_ 
Uncertainty of all earthly Enjoyments. It is 
_ impoſſible to conceive how this Inſtruction 
can be more ſtrongly enforced, than by ſuch an 
Event. We fee in the moſt convincing Light, 
how little the greateſt Wealth, the higheſt 

| Honours, or any of the moſt deſirable Gifts 


which S 


| 
1 
! 
: I 
14 
14 
1 
1 
4 
1 
+ ix 


tas 


which this World is able to: beſtow, could avait | 
their Poſſeſſors in the Day of their Diſtreſs, | 


The Rich and the Poor, the High and the Low, 
the wiſe Man and the Fool, the Old and Voung 


all ſwept away in one promiſcuous Ruin ! The 
Palace of the Monarcn ſharing the fame. 


Fate, with the Dwelling of the meaneſt of his 


Bubjects! Thoſe who thought themſelves the 


happieſt in the Enjoyment of their Friends, are 


now perhaps amongſt the moſt wretched and 


diſconſolate; while the Reflection upon their 


Loſs creates the moſt piercing Anguiſh, and 


renders them, who were onz Day the Envy, the 


next the Pity of all about them. How many, 


alas l were cut off by this fatal Blow, in all the 
| -Gaiety of Youth, and the Vigour of Health, 
-while a thouſand agreeable Proſpects were Küng 
before them! How many who had juſt at- 


| tained the Height of their Wiſhes, and pro- 


miſed themſelves the peaceful Enjoyment of 
what had fo long been the Object of their Pur- 
uit, ſaw all their fond Hopes blaſted in a Mo- 
ment, and the moſt flattering Expectations 
turned into the Bitterneſs of Deſpair ! How 


— loudly then does ſuch an Event call upon us, 


155 40 place no Confidence in Thin gs whic hi vb nor. 
which have no ſolid, permanent Exiſtence, and 


| are therefore incapable of making us completely 
happy t 1 If thoſe that have periſhed in this 


general 
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” 


a N 5 — a * "0 1 > RO 7 2, ap hy hf. ; 
DF. ep OO. 
\ l 0 3 OTE ALLEY AK. 7 s A 3 - =) a6. 6) x" 


[ 25} 


general Deſtruction were allowed to admoniſh 


us from the Dead, would they not cry out, as 


with one Voice: (i) Let not the wiſe Man glory 


in bis Wiſdom, neither let the mighty Man glory 
#n his Might, let not the rich Man glory in his 
Riches ; but let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that be anderſtaudirb and knoweth the Lord, who 


exerciſeth Loving-kindnefs, ven and Righ- 


roonſeſs 1 in the Earth | 


Happy will it be, if, according to the Advice 


: of the Apoſtle; we could learn to (#) uſe this 
World, fo as not to abuſe it, remembering that 
the Faſhion thereof is paſſing away, Theſe En- 
joyments, it is true, have their Value, and 
ought to be received with Gratitude ; but they 

are utterly unworthy to engroſs our whole At- 
tention, as if they were the only Portion deſign- = 
ed us. If we are Chriſtians indeed, (I) our 
Life is hid with Chriſt: in God; and when 

Chriſt, who is our Life, ſhall appear, we know 
that we ſball alſo appear with him in Glory. 
How ſtrongly then are we obliged to ſet our 
Affections on Things above, where Chrift fitteth | 
at the right Hand of God ! If this be our pre- 

wailing Temper, we may look forwards, not 
7 with Regret, but with n Expectation, to | 


b 00 Jer. ix 23, 24. ma 1 Cor. vi. 31. 0 Col. 15. 4 "OR 


D oo that 
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that Period when all the Grandeur and Riches 
of the World ſhall vaniſh as in a Moment, and 


this Earth itſelf, with all the Works therein, 


ſhall be conſumed. Ot 
4. How Roadble 28.6 that we ſhould, 


with all Humility, acknowledge and adore the 
Power and Providence of God, which in this 
Inſtance have been fo fignally diſplayed! It is 
true, the Effects which we ſee produced every 


Day, according to the ſettled Laws of Nature, 


are as convincing and illuſtrious Proofs of the | 
divine Omnipotence, as any of thoſe more ex- I 
 traordinary Events, which, becauſe they oc- 
| cur but ſeldom, make a deeper Impreſſion | 
upon our Minds. But, as the generality of 
Men too eaſily ee thoſe Signatures of the 
divine Perfections, which are enſtamped on all 
his Works, as well as thoſe Marks of his con- 
ſtant Agency, which appear in the regular 
Exerciſe of his Providence, He is ſometimes 
pleaſed to alarm them with more ſurpriſing 
and unuſual Diſplays of his tremendous Power; 
which, though effected in a manner perfctly 
N conſiſtent with the ſtated Laws of Nature, 
are yet, on account of their Novelfy, more 
Ds adapted | to ſtrike the Mind, and lead it to ſe- 
„ Conſideration. 


with 


And ſurely, nothing 
can be conceived more rages to inſpire us 
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with an awful Apprehenſion of the ſovereign 
Power and Majeſty of God, than ſuch an 


Event as that which we have been contemplat- 
ing. Eſpecially, | when it is conſider'd, to 
what: an amazing Diſſance the Shock extend- 
ed, and what an immenſe Tract, both of Sea 


and Land, muſt have been affected by it *. 


The mightieſt Monarch upon Earth, how con- 
temptible does he appear, when compared with 
the ſupreme Ruler of the World: (mm) who h- 
 keth the Earth out of her Place, and the Pi 
lars thereof tremble ! All Nature is ſubject = 
his Controul. (7) Fire and Hail, Snow and _ 
Vapour, and ſlormy Wind fu Ifl his Word. As 
at his Command all things at firſt roſe into 
Being, ſo at his Pleaſure he can eaſily diſſolve 
this beaticlfal and magnificent Frame. () At 
is Rebuhke the Chatmeth of Water were ſeen, and 


the Faundations of the Mo, id Were diſcovered at 


© ® The Shock was felt very ſeverely by ſeveral of the inland 58 


Towns of Portugal and Spain, as well as all along the Coat; 


and few Countries in Zur ſeem to have entirely eſcaped. The 
Commotions that were perceived in the Waters in our own, and 

in the neighbouring Iſland, very evidently proceeded from the 
ſame Cauſe. The dreadful Effects of this Calamity in ſome 
Parts of the Continent of Hrica, we have already obſerved ; 
and we are cred:bly nfoimet that the Shock reached quite 
acroſs the Atlantic Ocean, and was very ſenſibly felt as far as 


Barbadbes and Antigua. The aſtoniſhing manner, in which the 


Waters of the Ocean were affected. is well known, and the In- | 


undation they aan in ſeveral Places. 
] Job ix. 6. (z) Þlal. cxlviu. 8. (0) Pf. xviii. 15. 
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the Blaſt of the Breath of bis Noſtrils. (p) He 


removeth Mountains, and they know it not : be 
overturneth them in his Auger: (9) He divideth 


_ proof. (s) He hath a mighty Arm ; ſtrong is 


(u) The Lord reigneth : let the People tremble : 
mn Aue of bim. 


8 poſſeſſed with a reverential Fear of that Al- 


I eaſily he can deſtroy all our Confidence, and 


Deſtruction, He has a thouſand Ways, i 


ih Jobi . 5. 7 Ibid. xxvi. 12. (e) Thid. ver. 11. | 
) Pfal. Ixxxix. 25 8825 Job ix. 5 Plal. Weir . 


ix) Paal. XXX111, "ra IF: = 
us 


the Sea by his Power, (r) Yea, the Pillars of |} 
| Heaven tremble, and are aftoniſhed at his Re- | 


bis Hand, and high is his right Hand. (t) Who 
bath hardened himſelf againſt him and proſpered? | 


() Let all the Inhabitants of the W orld and . 
Moſt reaſonable is it, that we ſhould be 


mighty Being, who has all Power both in 
Heaven and Earth; and hath ſhewn us by 
this awful Diſpenſation of his Providence, how 


bring upon us the moſt ſudden and e 


which he can inflict deſerved Puniſhment on 
- Adverſaries; nor is it poſſible for any crea- 
ted Power to withſtand his Will. (0) A 
Nations before him are as nothing, and they are 
counted unto him as leſs than nothing, and Va- — 
nity. Shall we not then dread the Thought 
of offending Him, who has this abſolute Do 


minion over us; and Who is able to raiſe 
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us to the greateſt Height of Happineſs, or 
plunge us into the ns La of Miſery and 
Deſpair? 


J. Thie Event ſhould. teach us the Impor- 
tance of acquiring an Intereſt in the divine 
Favcur, as the only ſolid Ground of Security 
and Happineſs, It is true, we have no Rea- 
ſon to conclude, that ſuch Calamities are 
only inflicted on the greateſt Sinners; the 
Good and Bad are, no doubt, often involved in 
one promiſcuous Ruin. But ſurely the Con- 
ſequences to each are widely different. That 
which to the one is a happy Releaſe from the 
urdens of Life, and a joyful Entrance upon 
eternal Glory, is to the other an Opening to 
future Miſery, and proves only the Beginning 
of Sorrows. Since then we are all expoſed to 
the like Danger, and know not how ſoon it 


may overtake us; ſince no human Power can 


| avert the Stroke, or yield us any Relief, how | 


ſolicitous ſhould we be to make our Peace 


with God, that, whatever be the Event, our 
2 Happineſs may be ſecure] 
As for thoſe who are yet in their Sins, and 
| therefore the Objects of the divine Diſpleaſure, 
well may they tremble at the righteous Judgments 
of God]! Every Appearance of Danger may reaſon- 

1 fill them with Terror, | leſt they ſhould on a 
2 _ ſudden 


; ſudden be ſtripped of thoſe 5 in 
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which they truſted as their Portion, and be 


left for ever hopleſs and wretched. If this 
ſhould be the unhappy Character of any a- 
mongſt us, can we reſt ſatisfied in ſo dan- 
gerous a State ? How know we but the fa- 
= tal Commiſſion may be already gone forth, 
and ere the next Hour, we may be ſummon- 
ed into the eternal World, to make our Ap- 


pearance before an incenſed Judge? And can 


we be indifferent about ſo intereſting an |} 
Event? An Event, in which not merely a 
temporal, precarious Intereſt is concern'd, which, | 
like that which we have been conſidering, may 
be attended with the Loſs of our Subſtance, 
our Friends, or our Lives; but which will cer- 
tainly draw after it the Loſs of our Souls, Oh! 
may the Father of Mercies awaken ſuch from 
| their fatal Slumbers, leſt they Sleep the Sleep 
of Death ! 


Happy will it prove, if this aw- 
ful Diteatatinn of Providence may rouze them 


to ſerious. Reflection, and, by imprefling them 
more deeply with a Senſe of the Power of 
Sad, and the Puniſhments He is able to in- 
flict, inſpire them with a holy Fear of his Ma- 
jeſty, and a ſolicitous Concern to fee from the 
Wrath to come | — Think, if the Conſequences 
of Sin, even here, are fo terrible, how will 
3 2 . 
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the Sinner endure, when the full Vials of 
divine Wrath ſhall be poured out upon him 
in the other World? Who can abide in the 
Fierceneſs of his Anger? Or (z) who amongſt 
us can dwell with everlaſting Burnings ? What 
Heart can be ſtrong, when God arms his Al- 
mighty Power for the Puniſhment of his 
Adverſaries? (a) He looketh on the Earth, 
and it trembleth : He toucheth the Hills, and 
they ſmoke. Who can bear the Indignation of 

| the Lord? If the Apprehenſion of ſuch a em- 
poral Calamity fill you with Horror, how will 
you ſtand in that dreadful Day, when you 


' ſhall (5) call to the Rocks and the Mountains, 


to fall on you, and. hide you, from the Wrath 
of him that . ts upon the Throne, and from 
the Wrath of the Lamb #:-.:46)* Conſ, der this, 
all ye that forget God, 2 he tear you = 
| freces, and there be none to deliver. — But 
| while a Senſe. of the irrefiſtible Power and 
awful Majeſty of your offended Sovereign may 
| Juſtly inſpire Sentiments of Terror, let it never 
be forgotten, that the ſame almighty Being 


has alſo revealed himſelf, in the Goſpel of 20 


his Son, under the moſt amiable and endear- 


(al dem. 14. (0) Phi. cv. 3. (i Rev. . 6. 
0% Pfal. l. 2 FVV | DOM Rr OW 
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ing Characters. He has been pleaſed to de- 
clare his Purpoſe of Reconciliation to a guilty 


World, and has encouraged the greateſt Sin- 


ners to repent in order to their obtaining the 


Remiſſion of their Sins. — Being therefore moved | 
by the Terrors of the Lord on the one hand, | 
and conſtrained by theſe Diſplays of his Grace 
ou the other, be perſuaded (4) now in this your | 


Day, and know the Things that belong to your 


Peace, before they are fir ever hid from ond | 


| Eyes. 


their Hopes, ſhall never be removed. They 
| have built upon a Roch; and though the Winds 
ſhould blow, and the Run defcend, and the 


Storm beat upon their Houſe, it ſhall ſtand firm 
and unſhaken. : * may not indeed be ex- 


Ut Luke XIX, 42 


empted 


As for choſe, who hve Reaſon to hope that | 
they are in a State of Favour and Acceptance | 
with God, with what Thankfulneſs ſhould they | 
acknowledge that Grace, which has reſcued | 
them from Deſtruction; and introduced them 
to a State of Security and Peace? Well may 
They rejoice at all Times, and in all Events. 
For though the Foundations of the Earth ſhould | 
be removed, and the everlaſting Hills be ſhaken, | 
Fet that Covenant of Peace, on which they reſt 


4.3311 
empted from the common n of BY 


but they have a ſure Refuge, to which they 
can at all times reſort. (e) The Name of the 
Lord is a ftrong Tower; the Righteous runneth 
into it, and is ſafe. They may be torn from 
the Embraces of their Friends, and deprived 
of their earthly Poſſeſſions: but (f) nothing 
ſhall ever be able to ſeparate them from the Love 
of God in Chriſt ; neither Death nor Life, nor 
Angels, nor Principalit ties, nor Powers, Things 
preſent nor Things to come, nor Height nor 
Depth, nor any other Creature; for all are 
T beirs. —Yea, in the great and terrible Day of 8 
| the Lord, (g) when the Heavens ſball paſs away 
with g great Noiſe, and the Elements s ſhall melt 


4 with fervent Heat; when the Earth a Iſo, | 


all the Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up, 
and univerſal Ruin and Deſolation enſue ; They 
hall lift up their Heads with Toy, in the aſſured : 
ExpeCtation of (c) new Heavens and a new Earth, 
uberein dwelleth: Righteouſneſs, That awful 


Event, of which the moſt dreadful Calamities, 
that have been ever felt by the Inhabitants of e 


our World, are but faint Images, ſhall be to 
them the Beginaing of an everlaſting. Day. It 


T (+) Prov XVII 10. 38, 39 Pet. i 10. 
(4 ) Ibid. d. ver. the ©) Rom vi 5 39 000 3 


hall 


[34] 
ſhall afford them an illuſtrious Triumph over all 
their Enemies: and after all the Sorrows and 
Trials of mortal Life, they ſhall be admitted 
by their Judge to. taſte the Joys of Immortality; 
and being transformed into the glorious Image 
of their great Redeemer, _ ne” 'F ever - 
I with the L 0 R Dc ts 
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